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As a 12th round draft pick from deep within Bear
country, Larry McCarren didn’t feel animosity when
he was picked up by the Green Bay Packers in 1973.
In those days, he was just happy to be playing foot-
ball.

McCarren hails from Park Forest, IL., a southwest-
ern suburb of Chicago where he played football for
the University of Illinois. He even landed a spot as co-
captain of the team during his junior and senior years. 

“I am from the Chicago area, but I was never a
fanatical Bear fan,” McCarren said. Of course
McCarren was aware of how the Bears were doing,
but in just one phone call his hometown ties flew out
the window.

“The Bears didn’t draft me. The Packers did. No
problem.”

From the backyards and sandlots to the frozen
tundra and TV studios, Larry McCarren only

wanted to play. 12 rounds into the 1973
Draft, McCarren came to Green Bay,

and the rest is his story.

the bright lights
and
the frozen tundra

by Celia Powell
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McCarren was just more interested in playing foot-
ball than team loyalties. “ I didn’t collect football cards or
any of that stuff.”

While he played for the University of Illinois,
McCarren majored in physical education and minored in
health. “You get out of college with a degree, you’ve got
a fallback plan,” McCarren said.

Football, by far, was McCarren’s number one career
choice even though it’s a very competitive business.
There were no guarantees McCarren would make it as a
football player especially when he came out as a 12th
round draft choice.

“As a matter of fact after my first year up here I went
back and substitute taught,” McCarren said.  “If football
hadn’t worked out, my first line of work probably would
have been being a teacher and coach at some high
school.”

But football did work out for McCarren and he was a
center for the Packers in 162 consecutive games.
McCarren played from 1973 to 1984, through painful
injuries like a broken hand, with a determination that
secured him the nickname “the Rock.”

McCarren’s hard work paid off when he worked his
way up the ranks to start 13 out of 14 games by his sec-
ond season. Later, he was voted to the Pro Bowl twice, in
1982 and 1983, and named an alternate in 1984 regardless
of missing the last four games of the season due to injury. 

“By far, all my energy went toward making it as a

professional football player,” McCarren said.

McCarren has fond memories about playing football
for the Packers not only at Lambeau Field in Green Bay,
but also at Milwaukee County Stadium in Milwaukee.
“This was before the days when they brought all the
games up here,” said McCarren.

The packers played several games each season in
Milwaukee until 1994 when the team moved back home
to Green Bay.

“Most of the guys in my era kind of enjoyed the trip
to Milwaukee,” McCarren said. “It’s just a couple of
hours away and kind of a little change of scene.”

Far from the Frozen Tundra, County Stadium pro-
vided the players with an atmosphere of bygone years.
“I always thought those old stadiums kind of have some
character to them,” McCarren said. Milwaukee also had
character, at least from the point of view of a hungry ath-
lete who had just played a hard game. “I remember
there was a restaurant there called Sally’s that doesn’t

exist anymore,” said McCarren.  “It was fun.”

The team would drive down to Milwaukee by bus
before the game and if they were lucky, which was most
of the time, the Packers’ wives might drive them back by
car. If not, they would have to ride the bus back to Green
Bay. Not that McCarren minded occasionally taking the
bus home, “We’d sit in the back of the bus and talk about
the game or whatever. No, I didn’t mind going down to
Milwaukee at all.”

Still, the Packers made Green Bay their home during
football season even though the majority of players come
from different parts of the United States. Over the
years, there have only been a couple who were actually
from Green Bay.

“Professional sports being what they are, they pick
people from all over the country,” McCarren said.
“Eventually their common denominator becomes play-
ing for the Packers, but there are not a lot of Wisconsin
natives.”

The commonality of being a Packer created a sense of
camaraderie and family within the team. “Its like living
in a fraternity house for an extra ten years,” said
McCarren.

However, in 1984 McCarren sustained a neck injury
that ended his football playing career. McCarren didn’t
take the injury to heart and with his strong work ethic,
set about launching another career.

One might wonder why McCarren didn’t just retire
after he was done with football.

“If you go back and look at salaries, they’re not near
what they are now,” said McCarren. “I’ll be the first to
say, we were paid well and a lot of times I thought I was
overpaid because [playing football] was a fun way to
make a living.”

McCarren makes light of the fact that he was also one
of the hardest working and most dedicated players on
the team. In 1992, McCarren was even inducted into the
Packers Hall of Fame.

“You put together a twelve-year career now and
unless you’re a total idiot you should probably be pretty
well set for life,” said McCarren.  Back in the 1970s and
1980s that was not the case. “Everybody I played with
got a job in the real world,” said McCarren. “The money
was good for the era, but there was real life to be dealt
with and you were going to end up with a real life type
job.”

McCarren’s transition from football player to Sports
Director was not immediate. “Actually, I had no hopes,
dreams, or aspirations or a lot of interest in working in
the media,” said McCarren.

McCarren’s first job out of football was working for
Bellin Hospital, where he was a manager.  “I liked man-
agement,” said McCarren.  “It’s kind of like coaching.”

After almost two years, McCarren wanted to go into
business for himself.  He quit Bellin and began looking
for a business to buy and run.  

“That sounds all well and good, but a couple months

go by and the businesses that people are selling always
have something wrong with them,” said McCarren.
After a few months of not working, McCarren began to
get restless because he doesn’t like being non-produc-
tive. “I read in the paper that WFRV let their sports guy
go so I thought that would be something to do until I
found the right business to buy,” said McCarren. It was
also promising that the General Manager of WFRV at
the time was a Packer fanatic. “So I cut him a tape,” said
McCarren.  “It was awful but he hired me anyway.” With
no formal broadcast training, McCarren had a rocky
start to his television career. “My first day on the job I
was anchor for Five, Six and Ten,” McCarren said.   “I
was awful on the air.” 

The only reason McCarren didn’t quit was that he
didn’t want to leave as a failure. “I didn’t get any safe at
bats anywhere,” said McCarren. But he stuck with it
longer than he anticipated.

Then one day the media became his second career.
McCarren repeated the same miraculous transformation
that happened between his first and second season play-
ing football except this time it was as a sportscaster.
McCarren’s ambition turned his on-air career around and
made him one of the best broadcasters in the State. “All
of a sudden things started heading in the right direc-
tion,” McCarren said.  “I woke up one day and it had
become my career.” McCarren even earned the coveted
title, “Wisconsin Sportscaster of the Year” three times

“Most of the guys in my era
kind of enjoyed the trip to
Milwaukee,” McCarren said.
“Its just a couple of hours
away and a kind of a little
change of scene.”

“I read in the paper that
WFRV let their sports guy
go so I thought that would
be something to do until I
found the right business to
buy,” said McCarren.
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from the National Sportscasters and
Sportswriters Association.

“I suppose I’ve progressed some-
what over the years,” McCarren said.
“I think the big thing in this is getting
‘at bat’.” McCarren developed his bank
of broadcast skill by simply being on the
air. “You make your mistakes and over
the years things can get out of your con-
trol and go wrong,” McCarren said.
McCarren has learned how to deal with
things that have spun out of control and
becomes a little better each time he’s at
bat.

“Not to say there still aren’t shows
that crash and burn, but I would say
more than anything it is just getting out
there and having people who employ
you with enough patience to let you
develop and get you the ‘at bats’.”

In addition to television, McCarren
also reaches out to fans on the Packers
Radio Network. “Radio can be more
fun [than television] because there is
less structure to it,” McCarren said.
“There is a lot of time to be yourself and
be spontaneous and let that come out.”

There is just a lot of radio time,
period.

“For a Packer game on a Sunday
afternoon you might be on the air for 4
hours by the time before you do the
game, and then the game, and the post-
game,” McCarren said.      “Economies
of time are kind of restrictive [in televi-
sion] where you don’t have that free
flowing exchange where you kind of
just let it snap.” Television air time is
scheduled down to the minute and can
be very restrictive. “In a general sense
radio can be more fun,” McCarren said.

McCarren has had a number of
memorable interviews over the years.
The most unforgettable of those inter-
views  to McCarren were Green Bay
Packers Brett Favre and Reggie
White, along with Dick Bennett of UW-
Green Bay men’s basketball fame.  

“I always enjoyed getting to be
around Dick Bennett,” McCarren said.
“Dick’s the kind of guy who just being
around can make you a better person.”

McCarren has been around Brett
Favre quite often, not only in an inter-
view sense, but also on a more personal
level. McCarren has had the pleasure of
interviewing Favre multiple times
along his career. “I’ve watched him go
from the wild and crazy kid he was
when he came in to the guy he is now,”
McCarren said. 

McCarren also maintained a person-
al relationship with Reggie White.
Again, the relationship didn’t boil down
to just one interview. “Talking to
[Reggie White] was always a pleasure,”
McCarren said.

McCarren immediately stated that
Bennett, Favre, and White were pro-
fessionals who have risen to the top of
their fields.  He learned something from
each interview, but there were many
other memorable interviews with less-
er known individuals. “There are a
number of interesting high school
coaches and a lot of unique or outstand-
ing personalities who have been
involved in sports in one aspect or
another,” McCarren said.  “It is hard to
even single out a few.”  

Those are just the sports personali-
ties that came to McCarren’s, another
favorite interview of McCarren’s was
aviation great, Chuck Yeager.

“I had the opportunity to interview
Chuck Yeager down at EAA one year,”
McCarren said. “I don’t collect auto-
graphs, I’m not that kind of person, but
I do have Chuck’s.”

McCarren is also an aviation enthu-
siast. McCarren has been flying since
1988, the same year he started his tele-
vision broadcasts. 

Quick to point out his current air-
plane and future jet in the many photo-
graphs that hang about his office,
McCarren said, “The one in the lower
right corner is the plane I have now.
The other one I made a deposit on and
is due to be delivered a year from
June.”

The jet McCarren was referring to
was the Eclipse 500, a very light jet,
manufactured in Albuquerque.  A pic-

ture of the Eclipse on the lower left of
McCarren’s office wall was taken by the
sports director himself. “When they
rolled it out I went down there and took
that picture,” said McCarren. “I enjoy
that type of flying because that’s my
hobby and my thing.”

Despite his athleticism and daring
hobby, McCarren says he is not a sports
fanatic. He gets his fill of sports on the
job and only occasionally watches when
he is not working. “When I’m at home
I’ll watch the Discovery Channel, the
History Channel, the Military Channel
or old movies,” McCarren said. “I’m
just not a sports nut.”

In addition to his successful careers,
McCarren has a wife and two daugh-
ters. McCarren thought for a moment
when asked what his daughters think
about having a local celebrity for a
father.

“As far as me being in the public eye,
the only time it has bugged them is if
we’re eating together or something and
somebody comes up and asks for an
autograph,” said McCarren.  “To me, it’s
part of the territory, but I could tell it
would kind of rub them the wrong way
because to them it’s just ‘our time’.” 

McCarren does have a lot of fans
because of his two careers in the public
eye.

“By and large, 90% of the time you
will get regular mail from people who
are really nice,” said McCarren.
“Occasionally you will get regular mail
from a person who is a little different,
but no big deal.” 

Overall, McCarren thinks the key to
his success has been luck and the
patience of others, but it depends on
who you ask. There are plenty of people
who will say it is McCarren’s winning
spirit that always takes him to the top.

“I had coaches that were patient
enough to let me develop and it’s the
same in this business – there are people
who let me develop,” McCarren said.
“I’ve always been fortunate to have
those kind of people in my corner in a
professional sense.”
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